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Date: April 30, 2009
Playspace Planning Days!

Thursday and Friday, May 14th and 15th
Dear Bond Mill Teachers and Staff,

The PTO Playground Refurbishment Committee is excited to announce that we’re gearing up for our Playspace Planning Days to be held in the afternoon of May 14th and morning of May 15th.  We would like to ask for your help, enthusiasm, and ideas in making the planning days productive, insightful and most importantly a whole lot of fun!  We know Bond Mill teachers, staff, and children have a lot of creativity and energy that will make this planning stage a wonderful and exciting journey towards the opening of the new playspace in October 2009!
The Committee is working with Learning Structures, Inc. (LSI), a community-build playground design company from New Hampshire.   LSI will play a key role in orchestrating the playground design and build day phases for our community project.
The president of the company, Mr. Joe Cicirelli, will be at Bond Mill around 12:30 p.m. Thursday, May 14th.  He would like to observe traffic flow and the children playing during recess as well as conduct a site survey of the playground at that time.

During the staff meeting after school that day, we’d like to have everyone meet Mr. Cicirelli, listen to a short presentation and then provide your creative ideas, thoughts, and questions about the playspace project.  Have you ever wished for an outdoor classroom area to teach your students or perhaps an area to reinforce environmental science concepts?  How about math, science, or spelling?  What types of play pieces could you build some of your curriculum around?  The limit is only as far as you can dream up concepts for the children!  
Later the same evening at 6:30 p.m., we’ll have a Community Planning Meeting with children, parents, and community members.  All staff also is invited to attend.  Everyone will be encouraged to draw and discuss their creative ideas for the playground design and a question and answer session will follow.
The next morning, May 15th, Mr. Cicirelli will lead two assemblies with the children and we’d like to ask for your help in organizing these sessions.   The children will see a presentation and then be asked to return to their classes and draw their ideas for a playspace!  Please have paper, crayons and markers available for this activity. We know the children will have a lot of fun doing this.  
Once the second assembly session is finished and those children has had a chance to put their ideas to paper and crayon ((), one representative from each class from 2nd-6th grade will be asked to return his/her class’s drawings to the multimedia room and to discuss these with Mr. Cicirelli as part of a children’s committee.   Pre-K through 1st grade will return their drawings, but will go back to class.  

A form for the teacher to complete and send with their class representative will be provided that will ask for a listing of the top 3-5 themes and/or playground pieces their class designed.

If you would be wonderful if you would also remind the children to encourage their parents and whole family to attend the Community Planning Meeting that night!  A reminder flier will be sent home that day, too.

The following schedule has been created by Justin and our Committee to maximize the children’s participation in this enjoyable, design process:

8:15 – 8:45 a.m.
Pre-K though 3rd grades will gather in the multimedia room for a presentation

8:50 – 9:10 a.m.
Pre-K though 3rd grades return to classrooms to discuss and draw their




playground ideas with their classmates and teachers.

9:00 – 9:25 a.m.
4th - 6th grades will gather in the multimedia room for a presentation

9:30 – 9:45 a.m.
4th -6th grades return to classrooms to discuss and draw their




playground ideas with their classmates and teachers.

9:45 – 10:15 a.m.
One representative from each classroom brings playground ideas and drawings back to the Learning Structures Representative for children’s committee discussions (Pre-K – 1st grade bring back drawings and return to class)
Thanks very much to Justin for his help in organizing these two days and to all the staff for your future support and involvement as we move ever closer to a new, meaningful and fun play environment for all of our children!  
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