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July 8, 2009

Dawn Bell, Chairperson

Bond Mill Playground Committee

Via email:  coronadobell@verizon.net
Dear Dawn and committee,

Thanks for your recent questions about playground maintenance.  We spoke briefly about the maintenance of our community-built playgrounds and the following is a brief description with cost estimates of annual services that are recommended:

Maintenance Services:  Included with each playground design is our Safety Net Program, which includes guidelines for periodic self-inspections and community participation in any ongoing maintenance.  Communities are encouraged to modify this outline to meet their specific needs.  The following is a rough estimate for maintenance on a project that is similar in size and scope to yours:

Function
Time estimate

Weekly inspection (looking for broken
½ hr

glass, hornets, other dangers)

Annual inspection (more in depth, looking 
2 hrs

for loose connections, wear items) Document

results.

Sealing the lumber.  (EPL sealant to be applied 
16 hrs (4 people*4 hours)

every three years.)  Currently, a five-gallon

pail retails for $215.

Replenish resilient ground surfacing (if using
16 hrs (4 people*4 hours)


loose-fill material.)  Estimate 30 cubic yards

of loose-fill material every two years ($600)

With the exception of sealing the lumber, these recommendations are the same for any type play environment, including manufactured equipment.  As you will eventually see on your Material List, repair parts for a community-built playground are available at your local hardware store if needed – no pouring through catalog part numbers and dealing with unavailability and shipping fees.


Professional maintenance inspections by Learning Structures are available, but are not included in the fixed playground fee.

In regard to maintenance, it is important to point out the overall, long-term savings in building a community-built playground.  Our playgrounds are assessed at 2 to 3 times your playground budget.  That is to say, for a manufacturer to match the playground structures that you will have on your $60,000 Learning Structures’ playground, you would need to spend $120,000 to $150,000.  Based on those initial savings, it would take almost 200 years of maintenance expense to make up the difference in savings.

Dawn, we trust this information is helpful to you and your committee as you plan for the future of Bond Mill’s  beautiful new playground.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions, or if I can be of any further assistance.

Best Regards,

Kelli

Kelli Magowan

Business Manager
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