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July 8, 2009

Dear All,

Thank you again for meeting and providing valuable input towards the design of the renovated BMES/WL playspace!  We are all very excited to move towards the next draft of the design.  Stephanie and I will send via e-mail the attached recommendations document to Learning Structures (LS) and then follow up with a call later this week to discuss these changes for the company’s second design version that it will be drafting.

Per our discussion today, I’ve attached the aerial view of the first design version.  Please note that the amphitheatre is not in this picture, even though it has its beginnings that have been drafted into other renditions.

The projected 5 yr cost of maintaining the playground was sent  by LS while we were meeting.  Please see the attached document explaining associated tasks and costs.

The next steps will be to receive the second design draft, to review it with our committee and the county, provide any further recommendations and then have LS create a final design for the committee’s sign-off and submission to PGCPS.  

Several steps including another committee meeting to review the second design draft (probably the beginning of August) along with sub-meetings among sets of members for demolition plans, tree and landscaping management, etc. will take place in between as we move towards a final design.

If you have any questions or further input from today’s meeting, please send those to the entire group on this e-mail list.

Again, thanks for all your thoughtful input into the playground design that will become an amazing new playspace for the Bond Mill and West Laurel communities!

FUNDRAISING UPDATES

 We are selling bricks for the sitting area on the new playground as well as pickets for some of the fencing that will be added.  4”x8” bricks are $100 and pickets are $50.  Companies can purchase 8”x8”bricks for $500 and families can purchase these for $200.  Each can have some words or a family name put on them.  If your family or you know of others who might want to leave a legacy and help support the playground at the same time, have your friends/colleagues/family contact either Stephanie or myself to pick up a form to complete.  I’ve attached the document outlining our playground donations and sponsorship information as well.

Have any ideas for businesses to approach for sponsorship?  Would you or do you know of others who would like to help out with identifying and contacting businesses for sponsorships of money or to provide the project with donated services (like re-black topping the playground’s four-square and basketball surfaces), reduced or donated goods (food, drinks, tables and chairs for build days, groups of volunteers to help the 5-day build planned, etc.), reduced or donated materials to use to build the playground (will pursue once we have material lists on a finalized design – will need recycled tires, wood, fasteners, large and small equipment, tools, etc)

Stephanie and I will be following up on a couple of grants that we’ve submitted for money towards the playground project.  Additionally, we plan on submitting another grant soon.  Corporate sponsors are being sought with currently one presentation planned with a large company in late July/early August.  Wish us luck!  If you know of any other bigger businesses that might be good to approach or partner with, please contact one of us.

PROJECT AWARENESS AND NEWS UPDATES

Bricks will be advertised at the upcoming WL Swim Club adult party this Saturday night (July 11th).  Any ideas for other venues for brick/picket sales or Playground Project advertising?

We are thinking about having a couple of activities over the summer to continue awareness, have some community fun, and possibly raise some additional money.  One idea is having an evening moon bounce party at the BMES field.  Another is possibly a “pancakes for play” breakfast at the school on a Saturday morning in August.  These ideas are in their early phases and we need to discuss use of the school with Justin and the county.  If anyone is interested in helping with these activities or has other ideas, let us know!

The Bond Mill PTO website soon will have a link to its Facebook and Twitter sites where updated information including design info, sponsorships, and e-news will be housed for the Playground Project.  Look for an e-news send out soon about this.

“Partners in Play” 

Dawn and Stephanie

